Esto quedó afuera de esta sección:

Industrial pollution control in Uruguay is based on a system of uniform emission standards.
 Emission standards are defined in terms of concentrations of pollutants, not in terms of quantities discharged. No absolute legal limits are established on the quantity of pollutants to emit.

Nevertheless, rather than simply enforcing emission standards, water pollution control is centered on the existence and correct operation of a treatment technology. In fact, the legislation does not sanction violations to emissions standards, only misoperation of the treatment plant. Fines are set as an increasing function of the number of violations in record. This system requires the firms to supply a considerable amount of information to the DINAMA in the application process for a discharge permit (MVOTMA, 1995). They provide information regarding the production process (including maximum daily and monthly production, average water consumption, daily quantities of inputs used), a description of the characteristics of effluents and solid wastes generated, information on conditions of receptor bodies at the point of discharge, time schedules for the construction of the treatment plant and a description of its operation and maintenance. 

Industrial water pollution in Uruguay is based on a system of self-reporting. Self-reports are sent to the Industrial Effluents Unit of the IMM, although some plants send them also to the Department of Environmental Control of the DINAMA voluntarily. Reports include monthly levels of (1) production, (2) tap and underground water consumed, (3) energy consumed (electricity, wood, fuels), (4) number of employees and days worked, and (5) volumes of emissions and their concentrations of pollutants. Reporting periods are November – February, March – June and July – October. Inactivity periods should also be reported. Failing to send a report on time and in the correct form could lead to fines to the industry and an observation to the professional in charge. In theory, the plants have to send the reports within the two weeks that follow each reporting period. But actually this requirement is not enforced.

Two types of regular inspections exist, with and without effluent sampling. Sampling inspections are those in which the inspectors take samples from the plant’s effluents for latter analysis. These inspections always include an evaluation of the treatment plant performance as well as general questions regarding the economic situation of the firm, including changes in levels of production, or special events that could affect the effectiveness of the effluents treatment process. Non-sampling inspections include the latter evaluation and general questions but they do not include a sample of the plant’s effluents. Possible reasons for not sampling may be that the plant is not working at the time of the inspection, or that the plant is not discharging at the time of the inspection.
 

� “Decreto 253/79, Normas para prevenir la contaminación ambiental mediante el control de contaminación de aguas, 1979.”


� The only related regulation states that the total volume of effluent discharged must not be greater than 2.5 times the average volume emitted during an activity period for plants emitting to the sewage system, and 1.5 times for plants emitting to watercourses. These measures would prevent temporary overloads that could produce permanent effects on watercourses. The Decree also established that discharge authorizations are conditioned on the capacity of the municipal sewer, and that the Ministry of the Environment can mandate firms to control effluent volumes.


� This discontinuity of discharges presents a problem for the DCA inspectors, who have very rigid time schedules for inspections in Montevideo because they also have to inspect firms in the rest of the country.





