Interview with Marisol Mayo, Director of Environmental Control of the Dirección Nacional de Medio Ambiente (DINAMA).

 The audit frequency depends of the size of the industry (level of emissions) and the compliance history of the firm. In situations of repeated non-compliance the audit frequency can be as high as one audit per month. This audit frequency is complemented by the audits made by the city governement agency: Desarrollo Ambiental of the Intendencia Municipal de Montevideo (IMM). If the firm is in “good compliance standing”, the audit frequency can be as low as one per year. TOO LOW. ASK!

There is another criteria in the enforcement strategy that is a consequence of the limited enforcement budget. This criteria is a geographic one. The office of environmental control has to allocate its enforcement efforts in such a way as to cover different regions in the country. If the region  to which the enforcement is directed is far from Montevideo, every firm in the region is audited.

Limited resources.

Apart from the external audit, the firm is supposed be responsible to a periodic self report of it compliance status. In order to fulfill this self-reporting requirement, the firm is mandated to hire a competent professional to be in charge of the reports and the well functioning of the abatement equipments.

Tambos: trabajo de sensibilizaci{on con los productores.

Enforcement data base

Enforcement activities started in 1979 – 1980. But there does not exist information on the activities of inspections, violations, etc. from the period 1979-1996. From 1996 to the present, the information exists, but is not processed. They have the forms reported by the firms but they are not processed.

